
POLK COUNTY HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY BOARD MEETING   Thursday, May 21, 2020 

CALL TO ORDER – Dr. John Kornmayer, called the meeting to order at 5:15PM 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Thomas Adkins (Consumer), Steve Burney (Pharmacist), Rick Covil (Consumer), Linley 

Foster (Social Worker), Aaron Greene (Member of Public), Linda Greensfelder (Psychologist), Bill Hay 

(Veterinarian), John Kornmayer (Physician), Mary (Patty) Martin (Nurse, RN), Tommy Melton (Commissioner), 

and Penny Padgett (Member of Public) 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Archie Hardy (Consumer), Belynda Veser (Psychiatrist), David Wagner (Dentist), and 

Timothy Wright (Sheriff) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA- Motion to approve the agenda by Thomas Adkins, seconded by Patty Martin and the 

motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES- Motion to approve the minutes January 16, 2020 by Thomas Adkins, seconded by Rick 

Covil and the motion carried unanimously. 

Motion to approve the minutes March 19, 2020 by Rick Covil, seconded by Dr. Bill Hay and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

 
DIVISION Reports 
Division reports hereby incorporated with the below additional highlights. 
 
HHSA – Joshua Kennedy referenced that the Drug Free Communities Grant is undergoing some additional 

attention to focus on progress forward in the wake of COVID-19. 

 
Public Health: 

- Haley Suskauer highlighted changes to the Senior Services drive-thru for food.  She also referenced the 
changes in COVID-19 testing and recovery definition.   

- Linda Greensfelder inquired if the testing was open to all, Haley responded that is open to any all 
individuals over 12 years of age.  

- Thomas Adkins inquired about hot meal options, Haley explained that Senior Services is providing both 
home delivery and drive-thru. 

- Joshua Kennedy highlighted the increase in septic repairs during the past several months.  The EH team 
believes this might be due in part to more people being home more often.  

 
Economic Services – Pallas Edwards reported the services are being performed remotely when possible.  In 
addition, there has been increase in food benefits and an addition of P-EBT due to the COVID-19. 
 
Social Services: 

- Kim Wilson reported that the teams are working through the shifts in work due to personal safety 
related to COVID-19. Foster care services have been permitted by virtual means to prevent spread of 
COVID-19.   

- Kim also referenced the closure of courts causing delays in cases progressing, but emergency needs are 
still able to be met.  She further highlighted the reduction in CPS reports. 

- Dr. John Kornmayer inquired about the how monitoring of safety is occurring with everything being shut 
down?  Kim Wilson indicated while the schools are closed they are providing food and other points of 



contact for at-risk students.  Aaron Greene also stated that through their wellness checks they are 
forwarding concerns to counselors and or social services. 

 
Transportation – Kaelyn Earley referenced that many of the services and monitoring efforts have been impacted 
by COIVD-19.  Routes have been shifted to priority needs at this time to protect the vulnerable populations that 
use transportation. 
 
Veteran Services – Gina Cashion referenced the decrease in activity due to COVID-19.  Many of the VA medical 
centers have been closed due to COVID-19.  Gina, is providing services remotely when possible. 
 
COVID-19 “CORONOVIRUS” Update  

- Presentation hereby incorporated. 
- Joshua Kennedy highlighted the following: 

o Newly defined symptoms by the CDC 
o Childhood reactions such as Multi-Inflammatory Syndrome 
o NC Re-Opening Phases Overview 
o Disease Recovery Definition 
o Drive-thru testing options to include several labs 
o Recovery Task Force Formations – locally and statewide. 

- Thomas Adkins inquired about the enforcement of the executive order and how it would be applied 
employees at businesses.  Joshua Kennedy indicated that the agency is recommending face coverings for 
all when in public. 

- Thomas Adkins when Phase III would start.  Joshua Kennedy indicated it is dependent on the metrics in 
the next few weeks. 

- Patty Martin inquired if the agency would continue the drive-thru testing.  Joshua Kennedy indicated 
while it is a resource intensive operation the agency will maintain it for the time being 1 day a week.  
She also inquired about emergent needs, Joshua Kennedy indicated they can be referred to their 
provider or Blue Ridge Health. 

 
BUDGET  
Joshua Kennedy discussed with the board the impacts on COVID-19 on the planning for FY2021.  Due to the 
down turn in the economy because of COVID-19 the budget required a reduction to meet the reduction in local 
revenues.  Joshua Kennedy cautioned the board that the foster care budget is best estimate based on prior year 
data and allocated amount may not be sufficient for the next FY. 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH UPDATE 
Audit, the county is still waiting on the completion of the district audit.   
 
NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE 

- Term Renewals: 
o Linda Greensfelder reported to the board that the nominations committee convened April 27th 

to review those members whose terms are set to expire at the end of June 2020.  The 
candidates are: 

 Dr. Linda Greensfelder 
 Dr. John Kornmayer 
 Dr. Belynda Vesser 

o All candidates have agreed to renew their position on the board. 
o Motion comes from committee, motion passed unanimously.  

- Slate of Officer FY 2021: 



o Linda Greensfelder reported the committee met April 27th and discussed the following 
candidates were also discussed for the positions of Chair and Vice-Chair. 

 Chair: Dr. John Kornmayer   
 Vice-Chair: Aaron Greene 

o Motion to approve the slate as presented by Rick Covil, second Patty Martin, and the motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
FY 2021 MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
July 16, 2020 
September 17, 2020 
November 19, 2020 
January 21, 2021 
March 18, 2021 
May 20, 2021 
 
Motion to approve the schedule as presented by Patty Martin, second Dr. Linda Greensfelder, and the motion 
carried unanimously 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT  


